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May 6: In Guatemala City, a bomb exploded on the second floor of a five-story building housing
Education Ministry offices. Police reported injuries to three people, and moderate material damage.
Bomb blasts have become common in the capital, with rebels blaming rightist paramilitary groups
opposed to the peace talks, and the government often blaming the rebels for the blasts. May 8: Three
people were injured when a bomb exploded at a McDonald's restaurant in Guatemala City. Police
reported minor material damage. Defense Minister Gen. Jose Domingo Garcia offered a reward
for information leading to the arrest of persons responsible for terrorism in the capital. Student
leaders and teachers reported receiving death threats and being followed by unidentified persons.
The leaders asserted that street protest actions would continue until all students arrested since April
28 were released from custody. Education Minister Maria Luisa Beltranena confirmed reports that
ministry personnel had received death threats. May 9: The Guatemalan National Revolutionary
Unity (URNG) released a statement denying responsibility for bombings and bomb threats in the
capital. The URNG said government accusations were part of a campaign aimed at justifying an
escalation in nationwide repression. May 11: Spokespersons for the independent Guatemalan
Human Rights Commission (CDHG) reported that unidentified assailants detonated a bomb at
the home of Amilcar Mendez in Santa Cruz, El Quiche department. Mendez is president of the
Runujel Junam Council of Ethnic Communities (CERJ). The explosion caused material damage
but no casualties. May 12: Union and Popular Action Unity (UASP) spokespersons condemned the
attack on Mendez's home and called for a thorough investigation. The spokespersons asserted that
the attack was not an isolated incident, but rather "the consequence of statements by President
Jorge Serrano, who has associated CERJ members with the URNG." In Guatemala City, Mendez told
reporters that only the armed forces have access to the type of explosives used to destroy his home.
According to local media reports, two unidentified men abducted a man on a Guatemala City street.
The assailants strapped a bomb to the victim's chest, and forced him to enter a restaurant where
he fainted. Soldiers deactivated the bomb. Responding to bomb threats, firefighters evacuated
employees from the National Housing Bank (BANVI) building in Guatemala City. May 13: National
Police spokespersons deactivated two bombs placed in different locations in the capital. Firefighter
spokespersons in Guatemala City reported receiving at least 12 anonymous bomb threats. (Basic
data from United Press International, 05/06/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/08/92, 05/09/92;
Notimex, 05/11/92; Agence France-Presse, 05/08/92, 05/11/92, 05/12/92; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/08/92, 05/11-13/92)
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